FURTHER STUDY & RESEARCH 

The following is a selection of books dealing with social dance and the history of dance, selected with a bias towards social dance.

Some of these books may be only be available through your local library.  A few teacher associations have their own libraries to which researches may be allowed access for a fee.

The Dance Teachers’ Handbook published by the British Dance Council

The Dancing Years by Bill and Bobbie Irvine

Review of 100 Years of the BATD by Bryan Isaac, British Association of Teachers of Dancing

The Story of British Popular Dance by Lyndon Wainwright

History of English Ballroom Dancing (1910-1945) by Philip J S Richardson, Herbert Jenkins 1945, 1948

Oh How We Danced: History of Ballroom Dancing in Scotland, Mercat Press, Edinburgh

Dancing Through Time, pictorial story of dance in the Burton & Swadlingcote area by Rita Chambers, Step in Time Publications 1996

The Skating System, working out the marks in ballroom dancing championships by Arthur Dawson, British Dance Council 1963

Let’s Dance, A step-by-step guide to dancing success by Lyndon Wainwright, Collins 2005

EXAMINING ORGANISATIONS AND CORPORATE MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH DANCE COUNCIL

Allied Dancing Association

Tel: 0151 724 1829               

British Association of Teachers of Dancing

Tel:0141 427 3699
www.batd.co.uk
e-mail: enquiries@batd.co.uk
Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing

Tel: 0207 377 1577 Fax: 0207 2478979

www.istd.org  e-mail: admin@istd.org
International Dance Teachers Association

Tel: 01273 685652 Fax: 01273 674388

www.idta.co.uk
e-mail:  info@idta.co.uk
National Association of Teachers of Dancing

Tel:01635 868888 Fax:01635 872301

www.natd.org.uk
e-mail: info@natd.org.uk
Northern Counties Dance Teachers Association

Tel: 0191 268 1820 Fax; 0191 268 2372

www.ncdta.com
e-mail: secretary@ncdta.com
Scottish Dance Teachers Alliance

Tel: 0141 339 8944 Fax:  0141 357 4994

e-mail:  sdta@btconnect.com
United Kingdom Alliance

Tel: 01253 408828 Fax: 01253 408066

www.ukablackpool.co.uk
e-mail: headoffice@ukadace.co.uk
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Teachers’ Organizations that are not examining bodies but are Corporate Members of the British Dance Council

Welsh Alliance of 

Professional Teachers of Dancing

Tel: 01443 815909 Fax: 01443 815700

www.dancewales.com
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THE TEACHING SCENE

Currently social dance teaching takes place mainly in commercial schools of dance, community colleges, sports centres, village halls or community centres, and adult education classes held in state schools.

There are approximately 3,000 schools run by qualified teachers on commercial lines.  They vary in size from teachers who operate only one or two days, or evenings, a week to larger schools open most days in the year with several staff.  The British Dance Council comprises of a number of organizations that examine and issue qualifications to teach social dance.

A good living can be made by teachers who are hard working and prepared to move forward with continued professional development to keep up with current trends in social dance.  A few of the best dancers will be able to make an excellent living giving exhibitions, coaching competitive couples, lecturing and so on.  To enter this sphere it is usual to have been successful in professional competitions, which requires outstanding fitness and dedication to achieve.

Dance teaching is a rewarding career and schools can be established inexpensively.

The BDC publishes a Dance Teachers’ Handbook that anyone contemplating becoming a dance teacher should study.

TEACHER TRAINING

Training a dance teacher normally starts in an existing school of dance and should be carried out by a teacher holding either Member/Licentiate or Fellowship qualifications.  Much of the training will be in the evenings and/or at weekends and, if the student has another job, it would be prudent to retain it whilst training.  If the student is still at school or college, every effort should be made to achieve the best possible examination results.  To be a successful dance teacher needs good communication and organisational skills.  Subjects that develop such skills are particularly appropriate.  

Dance teachers are qualified through one of the various examining bodies listed at the back of this pamphlet, some of whom are able to offer Government Recognised QCA and NVQ style qualifications to augment the practical examinations described below.

QUALIFICATIONS

Qualifications are usually obtained in stages for each style of dance (i.e. Ballroom, Latin American, Sequence, Freestyle, Disco, Rock’n’Roll, Club Dance).  Each of the Teacher organisations listed overleaf offer qualifications at some, or all, of the following levels:  Associate, Member/Licentiate and Fellowship.    The Associate examination is the first level recognised qualification to teach.  For continued professional development candidates may progress to the Member/Licentiate level and then to the highest level of qualification, the Fellowship examination.  The time period between each level of qualification shall be determined by the Examination Board of the Teacher organisation concerned but shall be of sufficient duration to enable the qualifying teacher to have gained the necessary experience and wider knowledge required for the new grade.

Teachers progressing their qualifications to Member/Licentiate level are eligible to apply to the British Dance Council for a licence to judge Championships in the style of dance in which they hold their qualification.

For those holding the Fellowship qualification there is the possibility of progressing to being appointed an examiner within their Teacher Organisation

In addition some Teacher organisations provide a Student/Provisional member preparatory examination as an introduction to taking professional qualifications.  This examination is not a qualification to teach.

THE EXAMINATION
The examination will generally consist of two parts.   The candidate first has to demonstrate the ability to dance the syllabus figures to music with a suitable partner, unless the dance concerned is for solo dancing e.g. freestyle.

The second part of the examination is an oral examination during which the candidate will be asked questions on the syllabus figures and will be expected to show the ability to demonstrate the figures solo, both as man and lady.
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